
This email provides advice for the national screening programmes. 
 
In preparation for further Covid -19 cases occurring the Clinical and Operational Managers within the 
National Screening Unit have agreed the following: 

1. All routine cancer screening will stop during this four-week period. This means participants should not 
be invited to screening from today, 27 March 2020. 

2. The National Bowel Screening Programme 
• all invitations are halted. Decision to be reviewed monthly dependent on the response level 
• returned kits will continue to be processed, if feasible 
• people with positive results will be advised as usual by their GP team (virtual contact is 

appropriate unless face to face assessment deemed important by clinician) 
• a failsafe letter advising patients of a positive result has been implemented to support 

communication of results during this period (copy attached)  
• for patients: 

• asymptomatic – advise that the DHB colonoscopy Screening team will contact them as 
soon as feasible after 4 weeks to arrange the colonoscopy appointment 

• symptomatic suggestive of bowel cancer – assess as appropriate and advise on the 
referral form. Examine symptomatic patients as clinically indicated. 

• communication to patients should provide 
• reassurance that 92 out of a hundred patients with a positive test will not have cancer  
• a colonoscopy after a positive FIT can be deferred for 3 months  

3. The National Cervical Screening Programme 
• all routine screening will stop during this four-week period 
• triage and assessment of patients with symptoms of abnormal bleeding should continue 
• screening of women on the annual follow up pathway should continue as capacity allows 
• guidance in relation to prioritisation 

• referral to colposcopy of women with a high-grade result with suspicion of invasive 
cancer for progression along the pathway as urgent care 

• referral to colposcopy of women with a high-grade result 
• low grade results should continue to be referred in accordance with the pathway. 

Colposcopy units will prioritise as capacity allows 
• the NCSP register will continue to provide failsafe monitoring and letters over this period 

4. BreastScreen Aotearoa 
• Any scheduled screening appointments should be cancelled. 
• All screening images already taken will be read 
• Assessment / diagnostic clinics to be cancelled for the next four weeks until the response 

level is reviewed. 
• Any participants with a suspicion of invasive cancer will continue to be referred along the 

treatment pathway as this is considered urgent care 

5. All antenatal and newborn screening programmes will continue during this four-week period, with some 
variance to the service delivery model for newborn hearing screening. 

• Antenatal care for all pregnant women is continuing. As such, antenatal screening for Down 
syndrome and other conditions will continue to be provided as per current arrangements. 
Where a woman is unable to access ultrasound services she should be offered second 
trimester screening. 

• Newborn metabolic screening is considered a high priority screening programme and will 
continue to be provided as per existing arrangements. 



• Newborn hearing screening will continue where feasible and while demand can continue to 
be met. 

o DHBs should focus their newborn hearing screening resources to inpatient screening 
to capture as many babies as possible before hospital discharge. 

o It is not expected that DHBs provide outpatient screening or audiology appointments 
at this time. However, a decision to continue with outpatient appointments will be 
made at a local DHB level. Where your DHB continues to provide outpatient 
appointments, you may continue to deliver newborn hearing screening and 
diagnostic audiology services at outpatient clinics while this remains feasible. 

o For the safety of families and whanau, we strongly discourage home screening 
appointments. 

 
This decision will be reviewed in four-weeks or before Monday 20 April 2020 unless the situation 
changes.  
 
The NSU will publish advice about the cancer screening programmes for participants on the 'Time to 
Screen' website. 
 
If you have any questions about this communication can you please contact Stephanie Chapman on 021 
881 035 or stephanie.chapman@health.govt.nz. 
 
Finally, thank you for all that you and your team are doing to manage this rapidly changing situation.   
 
Ngā mihi nui 
 
Jane O'Hallahan   Astrid Koornneef 
Clinical Director   Group Manager 
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Ministry of Health 
 


