New Zealand Parliamentarians’ Group on
Population and Development (NZPPD)
An invitation to Members of Parliament

Why join the New Zealand
Parliamentarians’ Group on Population
and Development?
The New Zealand Parliamentarians’ Group on Population and Development
(NZPPD) is a cross-party committee that belongs to a global network of
Parliamentarians working on population and development issues.
NZPPD is open to Members of Parliament who are committed to addressing
population and development issues in New Zealand, and the wider Pacific
region. NZPPD members influence policy-making and advocate for sexual
and reproductive health, the rights of women, and sustainable development.
NZPPD works most closely with Parliamentarians in the Asia Pacific region.
NZPPD is a member of the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population
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and Development (AFPPD).

NZPPD’s activities focus on the Pacific,
in the following strategic areas:
Sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR)
		

including HIV/AIDS.
Official development assistance.
Improving the status of women.
Sustainable development.

“ NZPPD is one of the most important groups
I belong to as an MP. It opens your eyes to
global collaboration that puts people at the
heart of our cause

”

NZPPD member

Background to NZPPD
NZPPD was established in 1998 in response to the International Conference
on Population and Development (ICPD) and its Programme of Action (PoA).
The ICPD PoA continues to be of relevance to NZPPD’s strategic priorities,
together with the more recent Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The
SDGs comprise 17 goals adopted by the United Nations to achieve universal
sustainable development. New Zealand and the other 192 United Nations
member states have committed to achieve the 17 goals and 169 social,
economic and environmental targets by 2030.
The SDGs and NZPPD’s strategic priorities:
SDG 3 (health and wellbeing) and SDG 5 (gender equality) include
targets that relate specifically to SRHR.
Target 3.7 calls for universal access to sexual and reproductive healthcare services, including family planning, information and
education, and the integration of reproductive health
into national strategies and programmes.
Target 5.6 also calls for universal access to SRHR and
recognises the importance of the ICPD PoA and related
commitments.

and women’s empowerment. Goal 5’s targets seek
to address key challenges facing women, such as
inequality, discrimination and violence, and to above all
improve the status of women.

New Zealand and all United Nations member countries in the
Pacific, have committed to achieving universal access to sexual
and reproductive health by 2030.
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SDG 5’s overarching goal is to achieve gender equality

SRHR in the Pacific
Pacific Island countries and territories (PICTs) face considerable SRHR
challenges including high rates of unintended and youth pregnancy; and
low contraceptive prevalence. These challenges are taking place in the
context of: high rates of violence against women; some of the lowest levels
of political participation of women globally; strong religious influences;
increased pressures on the environment and resources; large youth
populations and high rates of urbanisation and population growth.
An estimated 25 per cent of married or partnered women in the Pacific
region are not using a modern form of contraception but report either not
wanting any more children or wanting to delay the birth of their next child.
This unmet need for contraception is amongst the highest in the world.
While these SRHR challenges do exist, sexual and reproductive health
outcomes in the Pacific region are improving. Increasing access to family
planning has been identified as a high level development priority by a
number of Pacific Governments, including Tonga and Kiribati. The New
Zealand Government is also committed to support its Pacific neighbours to
improve SRHR outcomes.

“Enhance maternal health by increasing access
to modern contraception, reproductive health
services, and better nutrition for pregnant
women

”

The NZ Aid Programme Strategic Plan 2015-19

Family Planning New Zealand
is the secretariat for the NZPPD
Contact the Secretariat for more information or to join NZPPD:
nzppd@familyplanning.org.nz
or 04 382 4036
www.familyplanning.org.nz
www.facebook.com/familyplanningnz

